
What Can I Expect 
From DCPS 
Special Education
When it Comes to 
Learning At Home?

Parent University
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Upcoming Parent University Workshops
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August

Supporting Specialized Instruction 
During Learning at Home

Accessing Learning Online – Canvas 
101 for Families

Helping Our Children Respond to 
Trauma as we Return to Learning

September

Learn How to Navigate the IEP 
(Individualized Education Program) Process 

This Year

High School Grading, Graduation and 
Supports

Experience Restorative Practices with Your 
Family

What Will Attendance Look Like for School 
Year 20-21?

English Learning Family Guide to Partnering 
with PK Teachers – in Spanish

Sign up at bit.ly/dcpsparentursvp!



Subtitles, Sous-titres, Subtítulos

Look for the gear 
icon in the bottom 
right corner of the 
video player.

Busque el ícono de ajustes en la esquina inferior 
a la derecha del reproductor de video.

Cherchez le bouton "réglages" dans la barre 
d'outils en bas à droite de la vidéo.

Select 
Captions/Subtitles.

Seleccione Captions/Subtitle.

Sélectionnez Captions/Subtitles.

Choose a language 
from the list of 
available options.

Elija un idioma de la lista de opciones 
disponibles.

Choisissez votre langue parmi les options 
disponibles.
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Use the Q&A feature to…

Ask questions

Share insights you might 
have

Upvote other questions 
and comments by pressing 
the thumbs up button

Welcome to Microsoft Teams
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Community Agreement

Assume best 
intentions

Go hard on ideas, 
not on people

Accept non-closure
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Kerri A. Larkin, 
Deputy Chief
Specialized Instruction

Office of Teaching & 
Learning
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Meet Our Presenter



4 Pillars of DCPS Virtual Instruction
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At DCPS, we believe that our educators are essential to our students’ learning and development.
Therefore, we are committed to joyful, rigorous learning opportunities led by caring adults.

Excellence Authentic 
Learning

Holistic 
Approach

All students have 
the tools and 
instructional 

supports they need 
for a productive 
year of learning

Social emotional 
development 

activities added 
into instructional 

plans and 
academic 

expectations

Authentic 
connections 

between students’ 
learning and the 

world around 
them

Provide high 
quality, rigorous, 
rich instruction 
for all students 

every day

Equity 
Forward



Equity Forward
• All students have the tools they need—

including a device and wifi access, and 
the instructional supports they need for a 
productive year of learning.

• Students with IEPs and their parents have 
support in using technology and devices.

• Visit bit.ly/dcpstechsurvey
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https://t.e2ma.net/click/17ct4f/h83aax/xo3dmac


Excellence

• All students have access to high quality, 
rigorous, rich instruction every day as well as
the support they need to meet our high 
expectations.

• Students with IEPs have increased 
instructional opportunities through general 
and special education content and learning 
experiences.
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Authentic Learning
• Wherever possible, we are working to make 

authentic connections between students’ 
learning and the world around them.

• One example is our district-wide Living 
Through History Cornerstone.

• Related Service Providers will work more 
closely with teachers to build stronger 
connections between content and services.
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Holistic Approach

• Students, teachers and families will be 
provided suggestions for “brain breaks” such 
as movement, deep breathing, physical 
activity and quick social connection infused 
throughout the day to promote social and 
emotional health and wellness.
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Special Education Services
Our Commitment:
We believe that all students, 
regardless of background or 
circumstance, can achieve at 
the highest levels. DCPS is 
committed to providing 
families of students with 
disabilities clear information 
regarding the special 
education process, programs 
and services, and changes as 
a result of virtual learning.

12



Special Education Services

 All instruction and student learning begins with the 
general education curriculum.

 The Individualized Education Program (IEP) remains the 
legal document that describes each child’s plan.

 The IEP process and steps are intact.
 Quarterly progress reports will be issued.
 Like instruction, related services will be virtual.
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Whether learning at school or at home, the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) is a federal law that remains 

in effect.



Agenda
• What has changed from 

the spring?
• What will the curriculum look 

like in School Year 2020-
2021?

• How can I help my child be 
successful in virtual learning?
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More Live 
Instruction

Streamlined 
Platforms

Increased 
Collaboration Targeted Supports

What has 
changed from 

the spring?



More Live Instruction
• Students can expect to engage in live lessons 

with their classmates that follow a predictable 
schedule weekly.

• Student schedules will include live lessons 
with their teachers, small group learning, and 
independent work time.

• To view sample student schedules visit:
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dcpsreopenstrong.com/schedule/

https://dcpsreopenstrong.com/schedule/


Sample Schedule: Self-Contained
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Streamlined Platforms
• We will be using a common learning 

management system, called Canvas, to help 
teachers and students have all their learning 
resources in one place.

• Logging into Canvas every day is like entering 
the school building every day. This is how we 
will track attendance!
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• We will still use Microsoft TEAMS for live class 
meetings, but those links can be accessed from 
Canvas.

• This will make it easier for students to stay organized!



Targeted Special Education Supports for 
Parents 

• Parents can receive training and 
support with technology.

• Parents may participate in 
quarterly District level feedback 
sessions.​

• The Parent Resources Guide is 
available on the DCPS website.
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Increased Collaboration

• Students with IEPs will 
have Individualized 
Distance Learning Plans 
developed in collaboration 
with teachers and parents. 
 IEP remains the legal 

document.
 Establishes weekly 

expectations for distance 
learning



Individualized Distance Learning Plan



Individualized Distance Learning Plan



Individualized Distance Learning Plan



Questions?

24



Agenda
• What has changed from 

the spring?
• What will the curriculum 

look like in School Year 
2020-2021?

• How can I help my child 
be successful in virtual 
learning?
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Design for All Learners
• Canvas Course Companions 

are the general education 
curriculum and basis for all 
grade level instruction.

• Accessibility features for all 
students include immersive 
reader, translation, 
and dictation.
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Elementary Canvas Course 
Companions (CCC)
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What’s in a CCC for your child?
Engagement, interaction, checks for understanding to 

support rich, collaborative learning

Grade 6 Social 
Studies

Close Reading 
Lesson using 

Canvas Quizzes



New Resources!
• Samples of modified and 

adapted instructional materials​
• Adapted Texts 3rd-8th

• Adapted books​
• Adapted books with 

symbols​
• Modified Lessons 3rd-5th
• Paper-based Activities 3rd​
• Boom Learning 3rd
• Nearpod 3rd
• Partnership with George Mason 

University
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Take Home Materials
• K-5 students will receive 

take-home materials before 
Aug. 31st - the first day of 
school.

• Schools will release 
instructions for distribution.

• Secondary resources will be 
all digital.

30



Secondary Tools for Organization

31



Secondary Tools for Organization
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Questions?
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Agenda

• What has changed from 
the spring?

• What will the curriculum 
look like in School Year 
2020-2021?

• How can I help my child 
be successful in virtual 
learning?
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Establish Routine

Sourced from Edmentum, “A Parent Guide: Support Your Child During Virtual Learning”
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Sourced from Edmentum, “A Parent Guide: Support Your Child During Virtual Learning”



Brain Breaks

Share in the chat one 
way you can add brain 
breaks into your child’s 
virtual school day.
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Give Yourself Grace

Sourced from Edmentum, “A Parent Guide: Support Your Child During Virtual Learning”



Questions?
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Thank you!



Upcoming Parent University Workshops
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August

Accessing Learning Online – Canvas 
101 for Families

Helping Our Children Respond to 
Trauma as we Return to Learning

September

Learn How to Navigate the IEP 
(Individualized Education Program) Process 

This Year

High School Grading, Graduation and 
Supports

Experience Restorative Practices with Your 
Family

What Will Attendance Look Like for School 
Year 20-21?

English Learning Family Guide to Partnering 
with PK Teachers – in Spanish

Sign up at bit.ly/dcpsparentursvp!

http://bit.ly/parentursvp
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Wrapping Up
• Visit dcpsreopenstrong.com to access additional 

resources!

• Let us know how we did: Visit bit.ly/parentueval19 for a 
quick survey.

• Does your student need a device for learning at home? 
Complete the survey at bit.ly/DCPSTechAccess.

• For additional questions or ideas email 
ParentU@k12.dc.gov.

http://dcpsreopenstrong.com
http://bit.ly/parentueval19
https://bit.ly/DCPSTechAccess
mailto:ParentU@k12.dc.gov
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